
New York Central System 
Locomotive Roster, 1940 

The May through August 1940 issues of Railroad Magazine contained installments of the New 
York Central System locomotive roster, listing all locomotives alphabetically by class. (Early 
diesel locomotives, called “oil electric” in the roster, were classed DE or DEs.)  The roster was 
checked by Paul Kiefer, the NYC’s Chief Engineer of Motive Power. He was unable to check the 
third installment before publication, but corrections to it are listed at the end of the fourth 
installment and have been applied to the digital version presented here. 

This roster was published before construction of the L3 and L4 Mohawks (4-8-2), the S1 and 
S2 Niagaras (4-8-4) and the Pittsburgh & Lake Erie U3L 0-8-0 switchers and A2 Berkshires (2-8-4). In 
the interest of completeness, these classes are presented below as they would have appeared in 
such a roster. The Railroad Magazine 1940 NYC roster itself begins on the next page, with the 
permission and courtesy of Railfan & Railroad Magazine / Carstens Publications. 

 
D. V. Leonard Collection, Binghamton, N.Y. 

Th e  P i t t s bu r g h  &  L ak e  E r i e  A 2  B er k s h i r es  We r e  t h e  L as t  S t e am  Lo c o m o t i ve s  Bu i l t  
by  A l c o  f o r  S er v i c e  i n  t h e  U . S .   A s  D e l i v e r ed ,  Th ey  W er e  P a i n t e d  a  D ee p  G r e en .  

Berkshire (2-8-4) Type 

 Road Numbers 

Cylin- 
ders 

Driv- 
ers 

Pres- 
sure 

Trac. 
Force 

Weight 
Engine Builder Date 

A2a P&LE 9400-9406 26x32 63 230 67,128 426,000 Alco 1948 

 
R. C. Leonard, Hamilton, Ill. 

No .  3 1 3 7 ,  P o s i n g  a t  M ac k i n aw  C i t y ,  Mi c h i g an ,  R e pr es en t s  t h e  L4 b  C l as s  D e l i ve r e d  
i n  1 9 4 4 ,  t h e  C en t r a l ’ s  F i n a l  O r de r  f o r  t h e  Mo h aw k  T yp e .  Th e  “E l e ph an t  E ar ”  

S m o k e D ef l ec t o r s  We r e  A dd e d  i n  a  Lat er  S h o p p i n g .  

Mohawk (4-8-2) Type 

L3a NYC 3000-3024 25½x30 69 250 60.070 398.000 Alco 1940 

L3b NYC 3024-3049 25½x30 69 250 60,070 398,000    Alco & Lima 1940-41 

L3c NYC 3050-3064 25½x30 69 250 60,700 398,000 Alco 1942 

L4a NYC 3100-3124 26x30 72 250 59,850 401,100 Lima 1942-43 

L4b NYC 3125-3149 26x30 72 250 59,850 401,100 Lima 1943-44 

 
American Locomotive Co. 

Ni ag ar a  No .  6 0 0 0 ,  t h e  Lo n e  Mem b er  o f  t h e  S 1 a  C l as s ,  w a s  B u i l t  w i t h  7 5 - In c h  
D r i ve r s  B ec a us e  o f  W ar t i m e R es t r i c t i o n s  o n  N ew  P as sen g e r  P o w er .  S h e  

W as  L at er  Co n ve r t e d  t o  7 9 - In c h  D r i ve r s  L i k e  Th o s e  o f  t h e  S 1 b  C l as s .  

Niagara (4-8-4) Type 
S1a NYC 6000 25½x32 79 275 61,570 471,000 Alco 1945 

S1b NYC 6001-6025 25½x32 79 275 61,570 471,000 Alco 1945-46 

S2a NYC 5500* 25½x32 79 275 61,570 471,000 Alco 1946 

*Equipped with Franklin poppet valves. 

Eight-Wheeled Switcher (0-8-0) Type 
U3L P&LE 8050-8074 25x28 52 190 54,350 232,500 Alco 1944 

 










































